
Kingdom Now Theology 

Kingdom Now theology is a theological belief within the Charismatic movement 
that is often found with those who hold to Postmillennialism. Its proponents 
believe that God lost control over the world to Satan when Adam and Eve sinned. 
Since then, according to their theology, God has been trying to re-establish 
control over the world by seeking a special group of believers - known variously 
as "covenant people," "overcomers," or "Joel's army” - and that through these 
people, social institutions (including governments and laws) would be brought 
under God's authority.  

They believe that whilst on the earth Jesus was not God - that He was a man, 
who being indwelled by the Holy Spirit, was able to perform miracles. Their belief 
is that, since believers are indwelled by the same Holy Spirit that indwelled 
Jesus, we have all authority in heaven and on the earth; we have the power to 
believe for and speak into existence things that are not, and thus we can bring 
about the Kingdom Age. 

They believe that as the Body of Christ, we are Christ. In other words, we have 
His divine nature and power. Proponents of Kingdom Now teaching also do not 
believe in the Rapture, which is explained away as a feeling of excitement when 
the Lord returns to receive the kingdom from our hands. In other words, everyone 
will be "caught up" emotionally when He returns.  

They hold that all prophecies regarding future Israel - both in the Old and New 
Testaments - actually apply to the church. 

Kingdom Now theology sees the second coming of Jesus in two stages: first 
through the flesh of the believers (and in particular the flesh of today's apostles 
and prophets), and then in person to take over the kingdom handed to Him by 
those who have been victorious (the "overcomers").  

Prior to the second coming, ‘overcomers’ must purge the earth of all evil 
influences. Kingdom Now claims that Jesus cannot return until all His enemies 
have been put under the feet of the church.  

Although there are people who only partially hold to Kingdom Now teachings, 
they still share the beliefs outlined above, all of which deny Scripture.  

First, the idea that God has “lost control” of anything is simply not possible - if 
God is able to lose control then He cannot be God. It follows of course, that if He 
needs human beings to help Him regain that control, He is not the God described 
in Scripture:  

 God is the sovereign Lord of the universe, complete and holy, perfect in all  
 His attributes.  

 He has complete control over all things - past, present and future - and   
 nothing happens outside His command.  
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 Everything is proceeding according to His divine plan and purpose, and not 
 one molecule is moving on its own accord.  

“For the LORD  of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? As for His 
outstretched hand, who can turn it back?” Isaiah 14:27.  

As for men having “the power to believe for and speak into existence things that 
are not,” that power belongs to God alone. 

“Remember this, and be assured; recall it to mind, you transgressors. Remember 
the former things long past; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God and there 
is no one like Me. Declaring the end from the beginning, and from tancient times 
things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established and I 
will accomplish all My good pleasure’’. Calling a bird of prey from the east, the man 
of my purpose from a far country. Truly, I have spoken, truly I will  bring it to pass; 
I have planned it, surely I will do it”  
Isaiah 46:8-11. 

The truth that God is in control - that He is Sovereign over all things runs 
alongside the truth that He has chosen to give free will and by extension free 
choice to human beings. Each person has the ability to choose for or against God 
- that ability has been given to them by God ; it is His will that each person be 
free to choose to believe and to choose to love Him. 

The doctrine of the sovereignty of God and the doctrine of the free will of man has 
been and still is difficult for human beings to hold together but nonetheless 
Scripture teaches both truths. It is for us to choose to trust God both with what 
we do understand AND what we are yet unable to understand - that is faith. 

Kingdom Now adherents deny the Rapture of the church stating that the word 
translated as  ‘rapture’ simply means ‘excitement'. 

However, the word harpazo, used to describe the catching up bodily into heaven 
in 1 Thess. 4:17; 2 Cor. 12:2-4 and Revelation 12:5 is also used in Acts 8:39 
where Phillip is bodily "caught away" by the Spirit to another location.  

As for our being Christ and having divine nature, we are not Christ and although 
we do partake of (share in) His nature at salvation with the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit 2 Peter 1:4 the Lord Jesus Christ is the second Person of the Godhead, 
and no human being becomes God.  

This of course is a lie from the father of lies, Satan, who first told it in the Garden 
of Eden when he tempted Eve with “you shall be as God” Genesis 3:5  

Kingdom Now proponents also believe that the Church has replaced Israel and 
that the fulfilment of the prophecies to Israel pertain to the Church. This is 
known as Replacement Theology and is unbiblical. The promises to Israel will be 
fulfilled in Israel, not in the Church. God’s blessings to Israel are eternal, and 
they are without recall.  Romans 11:29 
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Finally, the second coming of Christ will be at His perfect time - not when the 
Church has ‘cleaned up’ the planet.  When He comes, He will defeat His enemies 
and place all things under His feet.  

The description of the second coming of Christ in Revelation 19 is the 
description of a mighty warrior who comes to put all things to right, not of one 
who comes to an earth that has already been cleaned up and made ready for Him 
to rule.  

Revelation 19:15 is clear: “From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it 
He may strike down the nations. And He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He 
treads the winepress of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty”  

If the earth has been “purged of all evil influences,” as the Kingdom Now 
proponents believe, why does Christ need a sharp sword to strike the nations, 
and why does the anger and wrath of God still exist against them?  

All of the above has been taken from various sources and is consistent with the 
teaching of Scripture. It has been written here for the purpose of explaining the 
Scriptural basis for the beliefs of Desiring Truth Ministries. 
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